Fat Embolism by Simon Sevitt MD MSC MA FRCPI DPH pp x +233 illustrated 60s
London: Butterworths 1962 A full account of fat embolism with its various problems is particularly welcome. For this purpose Dr Sevitt has been able to make use of a unique collection of material from cases at the Birmingham Accident Hospital. The earlier part of the book will be of value to general readers, for it clarifies the concepts of clinical and subclinical aspects of the condition. The historical account is particularly interesting, and it is surprising to read that a case of fat embolism associated with minor rupture of a fatty liver occurred as far back as 1877. The difficulty of attributing symptoms to actual emboli is emphasized, and the part played by associated traumatic shock and dehydration is discussed. Many will be surprised to learn that the embolization may be of a temporary character. The author builds up a good case for the importance of cerebral as distinct from pulmonary emboli and indicates that the cedema of the lungs which occurs in fatal cases may be mostly cerebral in origin.
The book is written in a pleasant and easily readable style and the illustrations are satisfactory. Unfortunately there are many spelling errors and in a future edition such words as 'lyposis' instead of lipolysis on p 12, and 'agglomerulated' instead of agglomerated on p 81 will need to be corrected. This work will certainly appeal to many clinicians and pathologists, but even in modern times the price seems to be rather excessive for a comparatively small book.
Thannhauser's Textbook of Metabolism and Metabolic Disorders: Volume 1 edited by Nepomuk Z6llner translated and edited by Solomon Estren MD FACP 2nd ed pp xiv +462 illustrated £7 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This is Volume 1 of a new work of reference rather than a second edition, for its first edition was published in 1929 and tremendous changes have taken place in metabolism since then. Its flavour is decidedly European and the references cited cover a selection of the world's literature rather than only that of the new world. The second edition was completed in 1957 and has been translated and edited since then. This volume deals with both biochemicaland clinical aspects of general metabolism and includes sections on obesity and malnutrition. There is a comprehensive section on intermediate metabolism and a review of the clinical and physiological considerations of the contribution of vitamins to enzyme systems. This is followed by discussion of iodine metabolism and thyroid disorders. The largest section of the book is devoted to carbohydrate metabolism; in particular to the biochemistry of diabetes, which covers about seventy pages; and there is a similar study of the clinical aspects of diabetes and its complications. A review of the metabolism of protein and amino acids follows and a smaller excellent section on clinical protein disorders. This is a comprehensive study of the biochemical and clinical aspects of metabolism, nearly 2,000 references being cited. There is a full index at the end of the volume.
Its main use will be as a work of reference for those interested in the application of biochemistry to clinical medicine. In some ways there may be too much biochemical detail for the clinician, but a great deal of hard and close thinking has gone into the preparation of this book and it can certainly be recommended. This volume contains sixteen papers summarizing recent thought in the field of tissue transplantation. Practical progress has been most apparent in chemical characterization of transplantation antigens and in analysis of the relation between runt disease and immune tolerance.
Resistance of
Theoretical advance has been made as a result of work in a number of directions. Notable communications were presented on the role of
